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Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY

Rite I: 7:30 a.m.
Rite II: 10:30 a.m.

TUESDAY

10:00 a.m. (chapel) 

WEDNESDAY

6:00 p.m. (chapel)

Inside   

First Sunday of Advent

Thanksgiving Service

Book Review

Spaghetti Dinner

Giving Thanks
“Gratitude is the fairest blossom which springs from the 
soul.” That’s what the famous pastor and social reformer, Henry 
Ward Beecher, said about giving thanks. I believe our prayer book 
would agree because it has lots to say about giving thanks. It 
provides us a whole section on thanksgiving prayers (beginning on 
page 812), including a whole litany. If you pray the Daily Office, 
then you’ll be familiar with one of the most popular prayers in the 
whole book: the General Thanksgiving. It prays, “Almighty God, 
Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made” (p. 101). 

The first thing we do when we come to the Lord’s altar for Holy 
Communion is the Great Thanksgiving. It’s there when the people 
proclaim “it is right to give [God] thanks and praise.”

The people are right! It is right! And that’s why we’ll gather together 
as a church for a special service of thanksgiving on Wednesday, 
November 24 at 6pm. Why do it then? Because in liturgical time, 
when the sun goes down, it’s the following day. It’s the reason why 
the Easter Vigil is Easter. Or why Christmas “Eve” services are 
genuinely Christmas. When the sun goes down, it’s the following 
day. So, on that Wednesday evening, we’ll usher in thanksgiving 
together. We’ll give God the firstfruits of our gratitude for all he’s 
done for us. 

And we’ll even sweeten the deal. Bring your pies! Following the 
service, it’s a pie potluck! Can’t wait until Nov 24!
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year B

NOVEMBER 7
Twenty-Fourth Sunday 
after Pentecost
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

NOVEMBER 14
Twenty-fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost
1 Samuel 1:4-20
1 Samuel 2:1-10
Hebrews 10:11-14 
(15-18) 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

NOVEMBER 21
Last Sunday after 
Pentecost
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-13 (14-19) 
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

NOVEMBER 28
First Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36
Psalm 25:1-9

Thanksgiving Service and Pie Potluck
The holiday season is rapidly 
approaching! Let’s give thanks 
together as a church family. Fr. 
Detrich will celebrate a service of 
Thanksgiving on Wednesday, 
November 24 at 6 p.m. in the Nave. 
After worship, join us in the 
Commons for a pie potluck. We will 
enjoy pie and hot apple cider 
together. Show off your baking 
skills and creativity!  

Representatives from St. John’s attended the 84th Annual 
Diocesan Convention in Broken Bow from October 21-23. These 
clergy and delegates heard guest speakers and met with fellow 
Episcopalians from through out the diocese of Oklahoma.  A big 
thank you to all our clergy and delegates for representing St. 
John’s at the diocesan level! 

St. John’s Members Attend Convention

St. John’s Clergy and Delegates, from l-r: Julia Harris, John Harris, Fr. James Detrich, 
Emma Brown, Dcn. James Tyree, Pam Brown, and Shannon Conley.
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Church-Wide Clean-Up Day
It’s time for a thorough fall cleaning! Join us on 
Saturday, November 13 at 9 a.m. to help clean 
the church building and grounds. We can use 
inside and outside workers to help with 
upkeep of our beautiful church. We hope to 
see you there! 

Join the Men of St. John’s for 
November Griller 
The men of St. John’s will gather for a griller 
on Friday, November 19. During the griller, 
the group enjoys cooking out on the patio 
and gathering for fellowship. We invite you 
to bring something to throw on the grill, a 
side, or beverages. The griller begins at 
6:30 p.m. Please contact Robert Finley if 
you have questions at 
rffinley325@sbcglobal.net. 

Advent begins on November 28, 2021—the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving. Advent will be 
packed with fun Advent activities —stay tuned 
for more details. In the meantime, let’s kick off 
Advent together! Join us in the Parish Hall 
starting at 9 a.m. on Sunday, November 28, for 
wreath-making the lighting of the Santa Ministry 
tree. St. John’s will provide supplies for the 
wreaths but feel free to bring craft items from 
home as well. We will not have Sunday school 
classes that morning. See you then!

Advent Begins November 28



4 :  ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL Phishing Emails

Spaghetti Dinners Are Back!

Once again, a few of St. John’s Staff members (and I assume parishioners also) have received emails which 
appear to have been sent by Fr. James Detrich asking for financial help or to engage in unsolicited 
conversations through email. 
In reality, the emails were sent by scammers who wish to take advantage of your good nature and generosity 
for financial gain. The most recently used email is churchgiving12@gmail.com. This is not from Fr. Detrich or 
any member of the St. John’s staff.
While, at a glance, the emails or texts might look real, they’re not. The scammers who send emails like this are 
not from the people they pretend to be. Phishing emails can have real consequences for people who give 
scammers their information. Close examination of the sender’s email address will reveal that the address is 
not to the actual person (like the pastor). PLEASE LOOK AT THE EMAIL ADDRESS before responding.   

Please keep in mind, due to a myriad of issues associated with COVID-19, some bad actors will take this time 
to take advantage of you and your good will.

Please remember the following:

1. St. John’s Staff members will not contact you individually by email or text to solicit you for money.

2. If you receive an unsolicited email or text from someone who represents themselves to be a St. John ‘s Staff 
member, member of the Vestry, or for that matter a fellow parishioner and are asking for financial help and/or 
personal information, contact that member by phone or in person to confirm the communication came from 
them. 

3. Do not click on any link or graphic contained in an email of which you are unfamiliar. These can be 
disguised links initiating a virus or unwillingly direct you to a nefarious site which may compromise your 
personal security.  

4. Email from St. John’s will generally come from an @episcopalnorman.org email address.

Finally, if you believe you are a victim of an internet crime (no matter what the dollar value), go to the following 
website to file a report with the FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center. Go to their website https://www.ic3.gov/
default.aspx for more information.  —Greg Taylor, Security Coordinator

Join us for a spaghetti dinner and speaker at 6 p.m. on Friday, 
November 12 in the Parish Hall. Our guest speaker is Cathy 
Bowden from University Lutheran, who will discuss the 
formation and mission of Churches Caring for Creation. Ms. 
Bowden’s talk will cover: 
* The event that initiated the ULCSC Green Team formation
* Initial steps and a 6 step plan for establishing a Green Team 
* Why polystyrene recycling?
* The progression that culminated with recycling 1,000 33-
gallon bags of foam during a pandemic
* Partnerships
* What’s next?

Please join us for a lovely meal and fellowship as we learn 
how to partner with local churches to care for this fragile earth, 
our island home. 
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Above: Fr. Detrich blesses an eager pup. 

Right: All God’s creatures are welcome at the 
blessing, whether land or sea!

Pet Blessing Last Month 
On October 3, Fr. Detrich blessed pets in the courtyard to 
honor St. Francis. He blessed dogs, fish, and one 
reluctant cat! Thank you for all who brought your beloved 
pets to the service and brought food and supplies for our 
local animal shelter. 

Knit Night in November
"Knit" Night gatherings in November will be Thursdays, November 4 and 
November 18, from 6:30 - 8:30 pm in The Commons. Whether you regularly 
stitch and craft, or enjoy creating something for friends, family, your home, or 
yourself to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas, come join us! All portable 
projects are welcome. The group is a resource for help with project challenges 
or finding inspiration and ideas. All ability levels are welcome! If you'd like to be 
added to the contact list for reminders about meeting dates, 
or have any questions, please contact Melody Palm, 
mapalm@ilstu.edu or (309) 825-6963.

We welcome all skill levels, including those with no 
experience wanting to learn. If you have questions or would 
like to be added to the group's contact list to receive 
reminders before meetings, please contact Melody Palm, 
mapalm@ilstu.edu or (309) 825-6963.



JESUS AND GOD’S JUSTICE

Howard W. Thurman, Jesus and the Disinherited. Boston: Beacon Press, 1949/1976/1996, with Foreword by Vincent 
Harding. Hardcover $23; paperback $13; ebook $13; audiobook becomes available 4/12/22. 

St. John’s parishioners serve on the Becoming Beloved Community Commission, who have called Oklahoma 

AN INVITATION TO ST. JOHN’S BELOVED READERS! 
This monthly book review column aims to expand our learning resources for spiritual growth—in parish groups and 
Sunday School classes as well as through independent study. If you would like to contribute to this educational lay 
ministry, please contact Susan Laird volunteer@episcopalnorman.org or EVANGEL editor Merrie Beard 
merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: third Sunday of each month, about 200-500 words.

Episcopalians to Diocesan Anti-Racism training in the Church’s national online course, Sacred Ground. Its core 
theological text is Jesus and the Disinherited, an American classic by Howard W. Thurman (1899-1981).

Bishop Poulson has strongly encouraged small groups of clergy, vestry members, staff ministry coordinators, 
and church school volunteers to take that course, now in its third round here, so that its graduates may then 
prepare to offer their learning to parishes. This is an offering of spiritual riches— concerning racial history, 
privilege, internalized oppression, and reconciliation. Till then, anyone at St. John’s can read Thurman’s 
Gospel-grounded portrait of Jesus, which influenced the US civil rights movement. Jesus and the Disinherited 
inspired Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., just as it is nourishing Episcopalians’ spiritual growth in the Jesus 
Movement today. Any parish group of teens or adults can discuss it, chapter by chapter, in Sunday School or 
any lay ministry, in Lent or summer or a winter pandemic pod.

Thurman presents Jesus as a Jew, a poor Jew without Roman citizenship, member of a minority group 
dominated by Romans, without protection from them. Jesus taught revolutionary insights into his people’s 
survival challenges, into the evil of reviling others because one has been reviled as well as the evil of 
capitulation to the powerful, and into the saving inner life, the soul. Sadducees represented Jewish elites who 
preserved their privileges at the expense of poor Jews by standing against all who resisted Roman tyrannies. 
But resistance may be either overt or mental and moral, Thurman explains, calling overt resistance “a tragic 
last resort.” Jesus’s way of life exemplified resistance through finding the Kingdom of Heaven within ourselves: 
a basic survival technique for the oppressed. Noting parallels between plights of Jesus and of “American 
Negroes,” Thurman compares and contrasts Jesus with Paul, simultaneously a Jew of privileged class and a 
Roman citizen, albeit one moved by Jesus to abstain from invoking his privilege. From this vantage, then, 
Thurman studies Jesus’s life as the Gospel represents it to analyze spiritual challenges of resistance against 
oppression: fear, deception, hate, and love.

Thurman worked with a white co-pastor and the Fellowship of Reconciliation to found our nation’s first non-
denominational inter-racial church, San Francisco’s Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples, in 1944, after 
serving Howard University as its first dean of what is now Thurman Chapel. Later he served Boston University 
as its first Black chapel dean, and mentored King there. Spiritual counselor to activists for racial justice, he 
served as professor at both historically Black colleges and universities and BU. Developing his theology and 
philosophy of nonviolence, he became a prominent prolific author, as did his wife, Sue Bailey Thurman 
(1903-1996), musician, historian, and early leading intellectual advocate for African American women. 
Together, they met Mahatma Gandhi and encouraged King’s meeting with him. In 1974 the Episcopal Church 
named Thurman honorary Canon of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.    –-Reviewed by Susan Laird
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St. John’s at a Glance
Online Church Service Options 

Sunday Mornings: These videos will continue until 
the live stream is up and running.The videos are 
available on the St. John’s website, https://
episcopalnorman.org/videos.aspx.

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: 405-321-3020

WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org
EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org

OFFICE HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thur 9am-4pm
Wed 9 am-6pm

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to 
staff@episcopalnorman.org, or online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added 
to the Prayers of the People, unless you would like your request kept private.

Pastoral Care
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee has resumed home Eucharist for parishioners unable to attend church. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know need care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or 
staff@episcopalnorman.org.

Online Giving
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are 
interested in doing so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left 
corner. There is a simple form to complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. 
You can use this to pay for altar flowers, make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated 
by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 321-3020. 

STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. Dr. James Detrich
Rector: (405) 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister

VESTRY

Holly Cole
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

Martha White 
Chuck Palm
Greg Taylor

Ulli Nollert
Owen Mills

Roshni Robert
Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed
George Elassal
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235 W. Duffy, Norman
405-321-3020

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 2088
Norman, OK  73070

OFFICE HOURS
by appointment
Sunday-Thursday

STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. James 
Detrich
(405) 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation 
Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister
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EVANGEL DEADLINE
November 15 for the 
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Postmaster:  Send change 
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St. John’s / P.O. Box 2088 / 
Norman, OK  73070

staff@episcopalnorman.org  •  www.episcopalnorman.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S

*Knit Night, November 4, 6:30 p.m

*All Saints and Ingathering, 

November 7 

*Spaghetti Supper and Speaker, 

November 12, 6 p.m. 

*Daughters of the King Martha 

Chapter Meeting, November 13 , 9:30 

a.m.

*Knit Night, November 18, 6:30 p.m

*Men’s Griller, November 19, 6:30 p.m.

*Thanksgiving Service and Pie 

Potluck, 6 p.m. (service in Nave)

 *First Sunday of Advent and Wreath-

Making, November 28, 9 a.m.

The first Sunday of Advent is November 28. Join us 
in the Parish Hall for wreath-making. 


